Staff Report

Agenda Item: CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION # 1339, A RESOLUTION
URGING THE RESTORATION, RENOVATION OR REBUILDING
OF THE CLARK MANSION TO ITS HISTORIC FORM AND
FUNCTIONALITY - Discussion and consideration of Resolution #
1339, a Resolution urging the restoration, renovation or rebuilding of the
Clark Mansion to its historic form and functionality.

Sponsored By: Mayor Von Gausig

Prepared By: Gayle Mabery, Town Manager

Meeting Date: July 13, 2010

Background: The Town of Clarkdale and our citizens are deeply saddened by the

destruction of the interior of the Clark Mansion as a result of the fire that occurred on June 25™,
It’s been clear since that day that the passions of our citizens and many others who have admired
the Clark Mansion from near and far were ignited along with the fire. Our Council Members and
staff have been contacted by many people who are interested in seeing that every effort is made
to determine if and how the remaining structure can be preserved and renovated.

The Clark Mansion, located at 301 Sycamore Canyon Road, was built by the grandson of
William Andrews Clark (founder of Clarkdale) and has become an important historic and
cultural icon for the citizens of Clarkdale and the Verde Valley. Currently owned by Freeport-
McMoRan Copper and Gold, the Mansion and its five surrounding acres have recently been the
subject of a land exchange between the owners and Verde Exploration, Ltd. Although the Town
of Clarkdale recently approved an amendment to the Verde Valley Ranch Development
Agreement to facilitate the transfer of ownership of the Mansion and the five acres, the actual
transfer has not taken place between the parties.

It has been abundantly clear since the fire that the value of the Clark Mansion building and site to
the citizens of Clarkdale and the Verde Valley cannot be adequately calculated by market values,
replacement costs, capital improvement values or other conventional means and that the people
of Clarkdale and many others have an extremely strong and passionate desire to see the Clark
Mansion preserved to the maximum extent possible.

During the July 13™ Council meeting, we anticipate reports from the Chief of the Clarkdale Fire
District and Clarkdale Police Chief as to the state of the investigation, discussion about the safety
of the remaining shell of the building, and comments from interested preservationists/architects/
structural engineers who might provide comments as to the viability of restoring the structure.
The Mayor’s intent is to open the meeting to public comment, and provide a venue for our
citizens to speak about their feelings on the subject as well.



Most importantly, the Resolution before the Council urges the owners of the Clark Mansion and
all other regulatory, public safety, legal and proprietary interests in the property to take no action
that may preclude the possibility of restoring, renovating, or rebuilding the Mansion to its
historic form and functionality without first exhausting all possible avenues that may preserve
the building in as close to its former condition as possible.

Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Council approve the Resolution # 1339, A

Resolution Urging the Restoration, Renovation or Rebuilding of the Clark Mansion to its
Historic Form and Functionality.




RESOLUTION NUMBER 1339

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
CLARKDALE, YAVAPAI COUNTY, ARIZONA, URGING THE RESTORATION,
RENOVATION OR REBUILDING OF THE CLARK MANSION TO ITS HISTORIC
FORM AND FUNCTIONALITY

WHEREAS, Freeport-McMoRan Copper and Gold owns the property and building known as
the “Clark Mansion” at 301 Sycamore Canyon Road, in the Town of Clarkdale and;

WHEREAS, the aforementioned property is currently the subject of an exchange between the
owners and Verde Exploration, Ltd., of Jerome, Arizona, and;

WHEREAS, the building was built by the grandson of the founder of Clarkdale, and has become
an important historic and cultural icon for the citizens of Clarkdale and the Verde Valley and;

WHEREAS, the use and occupancy of the parcels adjoining the Clark Mansion and surrounding
Peck’s Lake are an extremely important part of the past, present and future of the Town of
Clarkdale and;

WHEREAS, the value of the Clark Mansion building and site to the citizens of Clarkdale and
the Verde Valley cannot be adequately calculated by market values, replacement costs, capital
improvement values or other conventional means and;

WHEREAS, the interior of the Clark Mansion was destroyed by fire on the morning of June
25" 2010 and;

WHEREAS, the people of Clarkdale have an extremely strong and passionate desire to see the
Clark Mansion preserved to the maximum extent possible.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor, Common Council, and citizens of
the Town of Clarkdale, Yavapai County, Arizona strongly urge the owners of the Clark Mansion
and all other regulatory, public safety, legal and proprietary interests in the property to take no
action that may preclude the possibility of restoring, renovating, or rebuilding the Mansion to its
historic form and functionality without first exhausting all possible avenues that may preserve
the building in as close to its former condition as possible.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Clarkdale,
Arizona, this 13™ day of July, 2010.

APPROVED: ATTEST:

Doug Von Gausig, Mayor Kathy Bainbridge, Town Clerk



