Staff Report

Agenda Item: GRANT SUBMITTAL - Discussion and consideration for submittal of an
application to the Greater Broadband Technology Operations Program for
federal stimulus funding.

Staff Contact: Sherry Bailey, Community Development Director
Meeting Date: May 26, 2009
Background: As a part of the current federal stimulus relief efforts, the Department of

Commerce is making funding available through the National Telecommunication and Information
Administration (NTIA) for Greater Broadband Technology Operations Programs. Funding from
this area is being provided for the specific intention of affording higher levels of technology
access and to make that available to all citizens.

Following preliminary research by staff we feel that, not only is there a clear need for increased
levels of technology in Clarkdale, but that all ages of residents would reap tremendous benefits by
having these technologies made readily available. Two hundred (200) million dollars has been set
aside for library computer center development and $250 million will be available for innovative
programs that encourage sustainable adoption of broadband services. Should staff be successful in
our efforts at seeking these funds, the physical reorganization taking place in the Clark Memorial
Library would shift to the previously discussed “Phase I1” plan. That plan has been developed
specifically in preparation for an expansion of the Library and services offered there, based on this
funding option.

Our conceptual plans at this point are based on information already released from the NTIA. Staff
expects to see the release of the final guidelines for this program within a few days. When that
information is received, we anticipate the application timeline to be a brief one. With that in mind,
we are asking Council at this time to authorize staff to move forward with the submittal process
which would incorporate the Phase Il plan in the Library, should this funding be granted.

Recommendation: Staff recommends that Council authorize continued work to pursue funding
under the Greater Broadband Technology Operations Program.




