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LETTER OF SUPPORTFORSETTLEMENT OF THE YAVAPAI-

APACHENATION'SWATER RIGHTSAND THEIR REQUEST FOR

A FEDERALWATERNEGOTIATING TEAM - Discussion and

consideration of a letter of support for the settlement of the Yavapai-

Apache Nation's water rights and their request for a federal Water

Negotiating Team which would ensure fair resources for water for the

Nation, and reassure Verde Valley residents that the Verde River will

remain free*flowing.

DougVon Gausig, Mayor

Walt Good, DeputyTown Clerk

June 10, 2008

Background: Yavapai-Apache Nation has approached the Town of Clarkdale for a letter of

support regarding their water right for the Verde River and their request for a FederalWater

Negotiating Team. The Nation has already metwith other Verde River Communities and received

their support

Recommendation! Staff recommends approval of the letter of support for the settlement of the

Yavapai-Apache Nation water rights and their request for a Federal Water Negotiating Team.



TOWN OF CLARKDALE

June 10,2008

Secretary Dirk Kempthorne

Department of Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthorne,

On behalfofthe Town of Clarkdale, I would like to extend this opportunity to express our support

of the settlement of the Yavapai-Apache Nation's water rights and their request for a federal
Water Negotiating Team. It is our understanding that the Yavapai-Apache Nation has been

attempting to settle its water rights for more than thirty years. The settlement of these water rights
through the assistance of the Water Negotiating Team will ensure fair resources for water for the
Nation, and will also reassure Verde Valley residents that the Verde River will remain free-
flowing. A free-flowing river is a critical issue for the Town of Clarkdale and its residents.

It is our hopes that with this letter, the Yavapai-Apache Nation will have an opportunity to obtain

the assistance of a federal Water Negotiating Team and settle their water rights.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 928-639-2432.

Sincerely,

Doug Von Gausig

Mayor

Cc: Chairman Thomas Beauty, Yavapai-Apache Nation

P.O. Box 308, Clarkdale, Arizona 86324

Town Hall: (520)634-9591 FAX: (520) 634-0407 TDD: 1-800-367-8939 VOICE: 1-800-842-4681
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For the Yavapai-Apache Nation, water is crucial to the
continued survival of the people, history and culture. The
Yavapai-Apache Nation water rights, according to modern
western civilization began with the Treaty of Santa Fe in 1852,

which recognized the western Apache tribes as the original

occupants of the lands in which they now reside, but more

importantly acknowledged their indigenous rights to the

resources of their homelands, including water. The Treaty of

Santa Fe was a real treaty ratified by the U.S. Congress and
signed by the President.
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In the 20th century, the Nation pursued its legal right to water.

All water rights in Arizona were established in 1969 in the

state courts system, which designated the Nation as having

priority on the Verde River drainage. The Nation's external

legal counsel maintained a strong presence on behalf of the

Nation, filling on certain cases that dealt with; tribal water

rights.
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The ongoing request for a Federal Water Negotiating-Team
began in the early 1980's, and in 2006, the Nation re-
implemented discussions with the Salt River Project and
conducts several lobbying sessions in Washington, D.C. and
drafted several pieces of correspondence requesting the
appointment of a federal Water Negotiating Team. Similar
efforts were completed in 2007, however the U.S. Department
of Interior was not able to accommodate the request, as
funding was limited and staff for negotiating, teams was even
more limited.
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Because the Yavapai-Apache Nation is a sovereign tribe, the

Nation must work with the U.S. Department of Interior on the

settlement of the water rights. In order to obtain a settlement,

the Nation must first be assigned a Federal Water Negotiating

Team, that will be comprised of tribal representatives and

representatives from local governments and .communities,

federal and state leaders and legal counsel.. ; ...

mil



The process will ensure a fair settlement for the. Nation and

will consider the needs of the surrounding areas. The Nation

is not seeking a settlement that isn't reflective .of what is

rightfully theirs. In order to be assigned a Negotiating Team,

the Nation must prove it is serious in. .its ■request for ;a

settlement and all water stakeholders ini the:Verde Valley-.

Municipalities must draft letters of support.to; ensure-a

successful settlement. ';^;v X":'"r^; ■ . '
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For the Yavapai-Apache Nation, a settlement of water rights

will establish a sustainable source of water for years to come.

As the earliest stakeholders in Verde Valley water resources,

the Nation wants to ensure that its people willhave water for

agricultural, domestic and commercial use.- ... ^:-:-'-::-:'■■..-■■'
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What Does a Water Settlement

Mean for Clarkdale

In Arizona, water has become the most critical resource.In, the state.'

For the Verde Valley, the fight to ensure a supply of water has been

ongoing. Together, Clarkdale and the Yavapai-Apache,Natipn:co.ntinue

to work to make sure that water continues to flow in the Vefde. Riyer,;

The settlement of Yavapai-Apache water rights:wbujd;-'si'^p%'\mp'an;th'ie

Verde Valley would have a reliable source of v^ater-anlftleiVerde":\
River would continue to flow; Water in the rive^

. security for allof the stakeholders;?ife^©riy?v^>
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