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Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Common Council of the Town of Clarkdale
Held on Tuesday, March 4, 2008

A Special Meeting of the Common Council of the Town of Clarkdale was held on Tuesday, March
4, 2008, at 3:00 PM. in the Men’s Lounge of the Clark Memorial Clubhouse, 19 North Ninth Street,
Clarkdale, Arizona.

Town Council:

Mayor Doug Von Gausig Councilmember Patricia Williams

Vice Mayor Jerry Wiley Councilmember Curtis Bohall
Councilmember Frank Sa

Town Staff:

Town Manger Gayle Mabery Assistant Town Manger Janet Perry

Deputy Town Clerk Walt Good

CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Von Gausig called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM and noted that all
Council members were present.

PUBLIC COMMENT - Mayor Von Gausig informed the audience that the council could not reply
to comments on items that were not on the posted agenda per state law. The Council is interested in
the public’s comments, but may not be able to respond other than to offer clarification or direct
staff.

There was no public comment at this time.

CONSENT AGENDA. The consent agenda portion of the agenda is a means of expediting
routine matters that must be acted on by the Council. All items are approved with one motion.
Any items may be removed for discussion at the request of any Council Member.

H.B. 2772 - Discussion and possible action regarding the Town of Clarkdale’s position on H.B.
2772, abill introduced in the Arizona State Legislature allowing groundwater transportation from
the Verde Valley Sub-Basin of the Verde River Basin to the Coconino Plateau Basin to a City or
Town in the Coconino Plateau, with specific provisions.

Mayor Von Gausig described HB 2772 and the City of Williams history of drilling water. Williams
uses surface water mainly for supplying the City with water. The Bill Williams fault well was
abandoned when the drill bit began to follow the fault line. The City of Williams then moved south
about ¥2 mile and drilled about 3500 feet to get drinkable water. Department of Water Resources
(DWR) originally issued the permits to drill original wells to Williams and did not know that the
new wells were in the Verde River Basin instead of in the Coconino Plateau. In January 2008
Williams created an IGA with Salt River Project (SRP) to drill in the Verde River Basin. DWR
required that Arizona State Legislation be created granting rights to drill and transport water from
one water basin to another water basin. Williams took this info to Arizona State Representative
Lucy Mason, District 1, for legislation allowing the drilling for and transport of water from the
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Verde River Basin to the Coconino Plateau Basin. Parson Spring, Mormon Pocket Springs and
Summer Springs are springs between the Williams” Verde River Basin wells and Perkinsville. They
provide the opportunity for monitoring the impact of drilling in the Verde River Basin. DWR has
made several changes in their policy in hopes of preventing inter-basin drilling from happening
again. DWR made the mistake and admits it. Discussion was held on the maps supplied by
Williams to the Town of Clarkdale identifying where the wells are located.

Councilmember Williams asked if the letters written by Yavapai County Supervisor Chip Davis
were ever responded to. No known response.

Vice Mayor Wiley asked if DWR required notification before drilling a well. Communities and
water companies need to get DWR permission. Vice Mayor Wiley handed out a sheet that explained
in laymen’s terms how much water is 700 acre feet.

What is the rush? DRW as a regulatory agency and cannot permit the production of water that is not
in compliance with state law. If not legislatively approved, Williams may have to cease pumping
from those wells.

Why were the Verde Valley communities not notified about the pending legislation? Over sight by
those involved.

Arizona State Representative Lucy Mason informed Mayor VVon Gausig that she was not willing to
hold up the legislation, but is willing to review the proposed changes.

Councilmember Sa informed Council that a large gravel pit is under consideration in Williams and
water is the main issue in consideration for this mining concern.

Mayor Von Gausig read the points of the proposed letter and discussed each point and informed
Council that Jerome is meeting today and so is Cottonwood. Copies of the Clarkdale draft response
letter have been sent to Sedona, Cottonwood, Chip Davis, Camp Verde, and Jerome.

Vice Mayor Wiley does not feel the letter would change anything but it should make others aware
and hopefully include the Verde Valley communities in future discussions.

It was noted DWR is understaffed and problems have happened by DWR staff members and several
organizations have requested that in the budget review that DRW funds not be reduced.

Vice Mayor WileyMW moved that the Mayor be allowed to write a letter with amendments from
other Communities in Verde Valley, the Mayor of the Town of Clarkdale at his discretion to make a
decision. Seconded by Councilmember Sa— Discussion of motion concluded that the Council's
decision was that they wanted all the provisions in the draft letter that was presented to them sent to
ADWR and Lucy Mason, but wanted to give the flexibility to the Mayor to work with the other
cities and towns (adding more language if necessary) in order to send a joint letter from multiple
Verde Valley cities and towns, in lieu of an individual Clarkdale response letter. Motion second was
withdrawn by Councilmember and Sa Vice Mayor Wiley withdrew the original motion.
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Councilmember Williams motioned that The Town Council authorized the Mayor to work with the
other cities and towns in the Verde Valley to craft a joint letter to ADWR and Representative
Mason, which would include all the existing terms in Clarkdale's draft letter, and gave the Mayor
discretion to determine whether to send a single letter on behalf of Clarkdale, or a joint letter with
the other cities and towns in the Verde Valley. Seconded by Councilmember Sa. Approved
unanimously. Copy of Council approved draft letter attached to minutes.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Listing of items to be placed on a future council agenda.
No new listings.

ADJOURNMENT - With no further business before the Council and without objection the
meeting adjourned at 4:02 PM.

APPROVED:

Doug Von Gausig, Mayor

ATTESTED:

Kathy Bainbridge, Town Clerk

SUBMITTED:

Walt Good, Deputy Town Clerk
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March 5, 2008

Representative Lucy Mason

House of Representatives

1700 W. Washington, Room 304

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Herb Guenther, Director

Arizona Department of Water Resources

3550 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85012

Re: HB 2772, Groundwater Transfers/Drought Emergency

Dear Representative Mason and Mr. Guenther:

As you know, the elected officials in the Verde Valley were informed about HB 2772
only three days before it was to appear before the House Water and Agriculture
Committee. We appreciate your willingness to delay the initial hearing on this bill until
at least March 6th, and urge you to consider delaying the bill further.

The complexities and lack of technical data with regard to water in the Verde Valley Sub-
Basin are widely recognized, as are the sensitivities with which these issues are viewed
by the communities in this basin. Providing the Verde Valley communities and other
stakeholders sufficient time to cooperatively study and comment on the proposed
legislation is a reasonable and important step that should be taken at this time. There
appears to be no immediate urgency for the legislation to be heard this session. ADWR
has the flexibility to work with the City of Williams as the legislative solution for this
issue works through an appropriate stakeholder review process.

Outside of the legislative process, the fact that this bill is necessary highlights procedural
problems that need to be corrected so that they do not recur. The Notice of Intent (NOI)
process used by ADWR at the time these wells were permitted left ample room for errors,
and, as such, played a significant part in the City of Williams’ great expense on wells that
should not have been permitted under current Arizona law. In addition, once the problem
with the wells was identified, and legislative action was contemplated, the communities
in the Verde Valley and other stakeholders were not informed of the issue in a timely
fashion by either ADWR, The City of Williams, SRP, nor Representative Mason. The
lack of communication with the Verde Valley communities was first brought to ADWR’s
The Historic Town of Clarkdale, Arizona
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attention in 2003 and has been brought forward since that time. Unfortunately, the
handling of this situation so far perpetuates a belief that the VVerde Valley communities
had been purposefully left out of these important discussions.

In the short amount of time that the elected officials in the Verde Valley have had to
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study HB2772, we have identified a number of provisions in the bill that need further
attention before the bill is presented in Committee. They are as follows:

* Fire safety exceptions to the 700 acre-foot limitation need to be rewritten to

ensure that they will not be used to justify pumping in non-emergency situations.

» Monitoring of springs at Parsons Spring, Mormon Pocket and Summer Springs
should become part of the legislation. The spring monitoring apparatus would cost

in the neighborhood of $5-$10,000 per spring and will provide the necessary
information to identify any detriment to the springs and will provide baseline data
for future decision support. Municipalities benefiting from this legislation should

be required to pay the cost of installation of the monitoring equipment, and
coordinate the effort with DWR and SRP to their satisfaction.

» Consideration should be given to establishing a maximum population for
municipalities that benefit from the legislation. We believe that a population
threshold of 6500 would be appropriate. Municipalities that exceed that threshold
would lose the right to pump provided by this legislation.

* Consideration should be given to requiring that municipalities benefiting from the
legislation must mitigate any impact to the Verde Valley Sub-Basin caused by

their pumpage. The mitigation must be approved by DWR and SRP and should be
implemented within 12 months of the date of the legislation. Mitigation efforts

must be aimed at replacing flow to the Verde River as close to the point of impact

as possible.

* Provisions should be added to the legislation that mandate that any municipality
benefiting from the legislation must use any and all other means of supplying

water to its customers before using any water from the wells allowed by the
legislation. If said municipalities have alternate sources, such as surface water or
water from other properly-placed wells, that water must be used to the maximum
extent before any water can be used from the wells permitted by the legislation.

» Consideration might be given to “sunsetting” this legislation after a period certain,
say 15 or 20 years, after which time the wells must be decommissioned in
accordance with DWR’s well abandonment procedures.

* DWR should consider amending its NOI procedures to specify that prior to
permitting any new well which plans to pump more than 150 GPM, all other

water service providers in the same groundwater basin should be notified 90 days

in advance of the issuance of the permit, and be allowed to comment on the

permit’s groundwater and environmental impact on their service area.

The Historic Town of Clarkdale, Arizona
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We understand that DWR has already and will continue to refine its NOI and permitting
procedures to ensure that errors of the sort necessitating this legislation will not recur,
and we sincerely appreciate those efforts.

In closing, on behalf of the Clarkdale Town Council and the citizens of Clarkdale, 1’d
like to reiterate the importance of involving all the Verde Valley communities in
decisions that impact the groundwater basin in our region, both now and in the future. |
also urge you to delay action on HB 2772 until the issues we’ve identified above have
been considered and appropriately included in the legislation.

Sincerely,
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Doug Von Gausig

Mayor

cc: Senator Tom O’Halleran
Representative Andy Tobin

Supervisor A.G. “Chip” Davis

Mayor and Council, Town of Camp Verde
Mayor and Council, City of Cottonwood
Mayor and Council, Town of Jerome
Mayor and Council, City of Sedona
Mayor and Council, City of Williams
David C. Roberts, Salt River Project
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Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Common Council of the Town of Clarkdale


Held on Tuesday, March 4, 2008

A Special Meeting of the Common Council of the Town of Clarkdale was held on Tuesday, March 4, 2008, at 3:00 PM. in the Men’s Lounge of the Clark Memorial Clubhouse, 19 North Ninth Street, Clarkdale, Arizona.


Town Council:


Mayor Doug Von Gausig 


Councilmember Patricia Williams



Vice Mayor Jerry Wiley 


Councilmember Curtis Bohall








Councilmember Frank Sa 


Town Staff:


Town Manger Gayle Mabery


Assistant Town Manger Janet Perry


Deputy Town Clerk Walt Good 

CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Von Gausig called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM and noted that all Council members were present.


PUBLIC COMMENT – Mayor Von Gausig informed the audience that the council could not reply to comments on items that were not on the posted agenda per state law.  The Council is interested in the public’s comments, but may not be able to respond other than to offer clarification or direct staff.    

There was no public comment at this time.

CONSENT AGENDA.   The consent agenda portion of the agenda is a means of expediting routine matters that must be acted on by the Council. All items are approved with one motion. Any items may be removed for discussion at the request of any Council Member.  


H.B. 2772  – Discussion and possible action regarding the Town of Clarkdale’s position on H.B. 2772,  a bill introduced in the Arizona State Legislature allowing groundwater transportation from the Verde Valley Sub-Basin of the Verde River Basin to the Coconino Plateau Basin to a City or Town in the Coconino Plateau, with specific provisions.

Mayor Von Gausig described HB 2772 and the City of Williams history of drilling water. Williams uses surface water mainly for supplying the City with water. The Bill Williams fault well was abandoned when the drill bit began to follow the fault line. The City of Williams then moved south about ¼ mile and drilled about 3500 feet to get drinkable water. Department of Water Resources (DWR) originally issued the permits to drill original wells to Williams and did not know that the new wells were in the Verde River Basin instead of in the Coconino Plateau. In January 2008 Williams created an IGA with Salt River Project (SRP) to drill in the Verde River Basin. DWR required that Arizona State Legislation be created granting rights to drill and transport water from one water basin to another water basin. Williams took this info to Arizona State Representative Lucy Mason, District 1, for legislation allowing the drilling for and transport of water from the Verde River Basin to the Coconino Plateau Basin. Parson Spring, Mormon Pocket Springs and Summer Springs are springs between the Williams’ Verde River Basin wells and Perkinsville. They provide the opportunity for monitoring the impact of drilling in the Verde River Basin.  DWR has made several changes in their policy in hopes of preventing inter-basin drilling from happening again. DWR made the mistake and admits it. Discussion was held on the maps supplied by Williams to the Town of Clarkdale identifying where the wells are located. 

Councilmember Williams asked if the letters written by Yavapai County Supervisor Chip Davis were ever responded to. No known response.


Vice Mayor Wiley asked if DWR required notification before drilling a well. Communities and water companies need to get DWR permission. Vice Mayor Wiley handed out a sheet that explained in laymen’s terms how much water is 700 acre feet. 

What is the rush? DRW as a regulatory agency and cannot permit the production of water that is not in compliance with state law. If not legislatively approved, Williams may have to cease pumping from those wells.

Why were the Verde Valley communities not notified about the pending legislation?  Over sight by those involved.


Arizona State Representative Lucy Mason informed Mayor Von Gausig that she was not willing to hold up the legislation, but is willing to review the proposed changes. 

Councilmember Sa informed Council that a large gravel pit is under consideration in Williams and water is the main issue in consideration for this mining concern.

Mayor Von Gausig read the points of the proposed letter and discussed each point and informed Council that Jerome is meeting today and so is Cottonwood. Copies of the Clarkdale draft response letter have been sent to Sedona, Cottonwood, Chip Davis, Camp Verde, and Jerome.


Vice Mayor Wiley does not feel the letter would change anything but it should make others aware and hopefully include the Verde Valley communities in future discussions.

It was noted DWR is understaffed and problems have happened by DWR staff members and several organizations have requested that in the budget review that DRW funds not be reduced.

Vice Mayor WileyMW moved that the Mayor be allowed to write a letter with amendments from other Communities in Verde Valley, the Mayor of the Town of Clarkdale at his discretion to make a decision. Seconded by Councilmember Sa– Discussion of motion concluded that the Council's decision was that they wanted all the provisions in the draft letter that was presented to them sent to ADWR and Lucy Mason, but wanted to give the flexibility to the Mayor to work with the other cities and towns (adding more language if necessary) in order to send a joint letter from multiple Verde Valley cities and towns, in lieu of an individual Clarkdale response letter. Motion second was withdrawn by Councilmember  and Sa Vice Mayor Wiley withdrew the original motion.

Councilmember Williams motioned that The Town Council authorized the Mayor to work with the other cities and towns in the Verde Valley to craft a joint letter to ADWR and Representative Mason, which would include all the existing terms in Clarkdale's draft letter, and gave the Mayor discretion to determine whether to send a single letter on behalf of Clarkdale, or a joint letter with the other cities and towns in the Verde Valley. Seconded by Councilmember Sa. Approved unanimously. Copy of Council approved draft letter attached to minutes.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – Listing of items to be placed on a future council agenda. 
No new listings.



ADJOURNMENT  - With no further business before the Council and without objection the meeting adjourned at 4:02 PM. 


APPROVED:


_________________________________


Doug Von Gausig, Mayor


ATTESTED:


_________________________________


Kathy Bainbridge, Town Clerk


SUBMITTED:


_________________________________


Walt Good, Deputy Town Clerk
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March 5, 2008


Representative Lucy Mason


House of Representatives


1700 W. Washington, Room 304


Phoenix, AZ 85007


Herb Guenther, Director


Arizona Department of Water Resources


3550 North Central Avenue


Phoenix, AZ 85012


Re: HB 2772, Groundwater Transfers/Drought Emergency


Dear Representative Mason and Mr. Guenther:


As you know, the elected officials in the Verde Valley were informed about HB 2772


only three days before it was to appear before the House Water and Agriculture


Committee. We appreciate your willingness to delay the initial hearing on this bill until


at least March 6th, and urge you to consider delaying the bill further.


The complexities and lack of technical data with regard to water in the Verde Valley Sub-


Basin are widely recognized, as are the sensitivities with which these issues are viewed


by the communities in this basin. Providing the Verde Valley communities and other


stakeholders sufficient time to cooperatively study and comment on the proposed


legislation is a reasonable and important step that should be taken at this time. There


appears to be no immediate urgency for the legislation to be heard this session. ADWR


has the flexibility to work with the City of Williams as the legislative solution for this


issue works through an appropriate stakeholder review process.


Outside of the legislative process, the fact that this bill is necessary highlights procedural


problems that need to be corrected so that they do not recur. The Notice of Intent (NOI)


process used by ADWR at the time these wells were permitted left ample room for errors,


and, as such, played a significant part in the City of Williams’ great expense on wells that


should not have been permitted under current Arizona law. In addition, once the problem


with the wells was identified, and legislative action was contemplated, the communities


in the Verde Valley and other stakeholders were not informed of the issue in a timely


fashion by either ADWR, The City of Williams, SRP, nor Representative Mason. The


lack of communication with the Verde Valley communities was first brought to ADWR’s
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attention in 2003 and has been brought forward since that time. Unfortunately, the


handling of this situation so far perpetuates a belief that the Verde Valley communities


had been purposefully left out of these important discussions.


In the short amount of time that the elected officials in the Verde Valley have had to


study HB2772, we have identified a number of provisions in the bill that need further


attention before the bill is presented in Committee. They are as follows:


• Fire safety exceptions to the 700 acre-foot limitation need to be rewritten to


ensure that they will not be used to justify pumping in non-emergency situations.


• Monitoring of springs at Parsons Spring, Mormon Pocket and Summer Springs


should become part of the legislation. The spring monitoring apparatus would cost


in the neighborhood of $5-$10,000 per spring and will provide the necessary


information to identify any detriment to the springs and will provide baseline data


for future decision support. Municipalities benefiting from this legislation should


be required to pay the cost of installation of the monitoring equipment, and


coordinate the effort with DWR and SRP to their satisfaction.


• Consideration should be given to establishing a maximum population for


municipalities that benefit from the legislation. We believe that a population


threshold of 6500 would be appropriate. Municipalities that exceed that threshold


would lose the right to pump provided by this legislation.


• Consideration should be given to requiring that municipalities benefiting from the


legislation must mitigate any impact to the Verde Valley Sub-Basin caused by


their pumpage. The mitigation must be approved by DWR and SRP and should be


implemented within 12 months of the date of the legislation. Mitigation efforts


must be aimed at replacing flow to the Verde River as close to the point of impact


as possible.


• Provisions should be added to the legislation that mandate that any municipality


benefiting from the legislation must use any and all other means of supplying


water to its customers before using any water from the wells allowed by the


legislation. If said municipalities have alternate sources, such as surface water or


water from other properly-placed wells, that water must be used to the maximum


extent before any water can be used from the wells permitted by the legislation.


• Consideration might be given to “sunsetting” this legislation after a period certain,


say 15 or 20 years, after which time the wells must be decommissioned in


accordance with DWR’s well abandonment procedures.


• DWR should consider amending its NOI procedures to specify that prior to


permitting any new well which plans to pump more than 150 GPM, all other


water service providers in the same groundwater basin should be notified 90 days


in advance of the issuance of the permit, and be allowed to comment on the


permit’s groundwater and environmental impact on their service area.
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We understand that DWR has already and will continue to refine its NOI and permitting


procedures to ensure that errors of the sort necessitating this legislation will not recur,


and we sincerely appreciate those efforts.


In closing, on behalf of the Clarkdale Town Council and the citizens of Clarkdale, I’d


like to reiterate the importance of involving all the Verde Valley communities in


decisions that impact the groundwater basin in our region, both now and in the future. I


also urge you to delay action on HB 2772 until the issues we’ve identified above have


been considered and appropriately included in the legislation.


Sincerely,


Doug Von Gausig


Mayor


cc: Senator Tom O’Halleran


Representative Andy Tobin


Supervisor A.G. “Chip” Davis


Mayor and Council, Town of Camp Verde


Mayor and Council, City of Cottonwood


Mayor and Council, Town of Jerome


Mayor and Council, City of Sedona


Mayor and Council, City of Williams


David C. Roberts, Salt River Project[image: image1.png]
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