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Clarkdale
Past, Present & Future

A PLACE THAT MAKES SENSE

Gayle Mabery, Town Manager
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THE PAST

• Founded in 1912 by United Verde 
Copper Company – William 
Andrews Clark

• Designed and built from
a unified master plan

• Clarkdale Post Office 
founded in 1918

• Town was sold to Phelps Dodge 
Mining Company in 1935



02
/2

9/
20

12
C

LA
RK

D
A

LE
 –

PA
ST

, P
RE

SE
N

T 
&

 F
UT

UR
E

3

THE PAST

• Smelter was shut down in 1953
• Clarkdale Incorporated in 1957
• Phoenix Cement Company 

founded in Clarkdale in 1959

• 1973 adopted Town’s Zoning 
Code
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THE PAST

• First Classes at Yavapai College –
Verde Campus in Clarkdale, Fall 
1975

• June 1985 – Clarkdale Chamber of 
Commerce files for incorporation

• 1987 – 1st Made In
Clarkdale Art Show

• Nov. 23, 1990 Verde 
Canyon RR’s 1st tour

• 2004 Main Street Improvements
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THE PAST

• Jan. 2006 Acquisition of Water 
Company

• Nov. 2006 – Formation of
Clarkdale Fire District

• Housing Growth
1990s – Mingus View Estates
2000s – Mountain Gate and       
Crossroads at Mingus

• July 4, 2008 Clarkdale Heritage 
Center and Museum Opened
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THE PRESENT

• Current population of 4,009
• 10.1 square miles
• Small town, beautiful setting
• Historic District
• Clark Mansion
• Clarkdale Metals
• 2012 General Plan
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THE PRESENT

• Roundabouts on SR 89A
• Economic downturn

– Staff reorganization
• Lower Clarkdale water

infrastructure
• Wastewater Treatment

Plant Upgrade
• Broadway Road Improvements
• Twin 5’s – water infrastructure 
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THE PRESENT

• August, 2011 – Clarkdale hires first 
Economic Development Director

• December 2011 – Clarkdale 
Meets Arizona Solar Challenge –
Achieves 5% solar on owner-
occupied homes

• Clarkdale citizens come 
together for Focused Future II
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THE FUTURE

• Maintain Clarkdale’s historic Town 
character

• Regional planning and 
cooperation

• Industrial area and
railroad connections

• Sustainable Clarkdale – An 
Evolutionary Solution for a 
Sustainable Community

“Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs.”
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THE FUTURE

• Revitalizing the downtown central 
business district

• Copper Art Museum
• Entertainment/Arts District
• Verde River @ Clarkdale 
• SR 89A and 

Broadway Corridors
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THE FUTURE

• Clarkdale’s Vision:
A Place that Makes Sense

• Our Mission is to provide:
Visionary, innovative and sensible 

governance
Responsible and resourceful delivery of 

services
A sustainable quality of life in an 

engaged community of citizens and 
enterprises


