
































































































































































Staff Report 
Agenda Item: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF 

THE TOWN OF CLARKDALE, ARIZONA, NAMING THE DAY 
USE/TRAILS SITE THAT IS OWNED BY THE TOWN OF 
CLARKDALE NORTHWEST OF THE TUZIGOOT BRIDGE –
Discussion and consideration of Resolution #1493 naming the day 
use/trails site located northwest of the Tuzigoot Bridge.

Staff Contact: Dawn Norman, Community Services Supervisor

Meeting Date: February 10, 2015

Background: The Parks and Recreation Commission held a worksession on April 9, 
2014 to discuss naming the Verde River @ Clarkdale trail loop located near the Clarkdale 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).  At that time, input had been received from a couple of 
the trail volunteers to consider naming the trail Apache Springs Trail due to the historical
significance of the site. The Commission was hesitant to consider the name without confirming 
the historical information first.

In November, Mayor Von Gausig had the opportunity to tour all of the Verde River @ Clarkdale 
sites with Yavapai-Apache elder Vincent Randall.  Mr. Randall gave the Mayor a wonderful 
insight into the area based on Yavapai-Apache history, and also provided the Apache names for 
places along the river. The spring that is located near the wastewater treatment plant was called 
Tu Cho Ha Li’i’ (Big Spring) by the Apaches. 
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Staff Report 
On January 14, 2015, the Parks and Recreation Commission was presented with the history of the
sight provided by Mr. Vincent Randall and moved to recommend that the area be named “Big 
Spring” on the Verde River @ Clarkdale.  In addition, the Parks and Recreation Commission 
recommended a name for the trail loop through this area - the “Trail of Life”. This name was
selected from a list of suggestions offered by the Clarkdale-Jerome School 6th Grade Class
following their participation in the Clarkdale Kids Conserve Program through the Verde NRCD
Ed Center Program led by Parks and Recreation Commissioner Lynda Zanolli. The Commission 
felt both names were befitting with the history of the area and surroundings of the site, the
wildlife, the vegetation, the flowing river; the Trail of Life seemed appropriate as it encompassed
it all. The Commission also stated the importance of recognizing the class for the name selection
and would like to include recognition on the signage at the site.

In reviewing the Parks and Recreation Commission’s recommendation, Town staff feels that a 
minor modification to the Day Use Area be considered.  Staff suggests the Council consider 
expanding the name to “Big Spring Natural Area” so that the name better encompasses the entire 
area being designated and not just the area where the spring is located.

Based on the Council’s discussion, the Council should insert whatever name is selected for the 
Day Use Area and for the trail loop into the resolution.

Recommendation: Approval of Resolution #1493 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR 
AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CLARKDALE, ARIZONA, NAMING 
THE DAY USE/TRAILS SITE THAT IS OWNED BY THE TOWN OF CLARKDALE 
NORTHWEST OF THE TUZIGOOT BRIDGE, AS FOLLOWS:

________________________________ (for the Day Use Area)
________________________________ (for the trail loop)
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RESOLUTION #1493

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CLARKDALE, ARIZONA, A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL 
OF THE TOWN OF CLARKDALE, ARIZONA, NAMING THE DAY USE/TRAILS SITE 
THAT IS OWNED BY THE TOWN OF CLARKDALE NORTHWEST OF THE TUZIGOOT 
BRIDGE.

WHEREAS, The Parks and Recreation Commission held a worksession on April 9, 2014 to discuss 
naming the Verde River @ Clarkdale trail loop located at the Clarkdale Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP); and

WHEREAS, Yavapai-Apache Elder Vincent Randall gave the Mayor a wonderful insight into the area 
based on Yavapai-Apache history, and also provided the Apache names for places along the river,
including the spring that is located near the wastewater treatment plant which was called Tu Cho Ha 
Li’i’ (Big Spring) by the Apaches; and 

WHEREAS, The Parks and Recreation Commission was presented with the history of the sight
provided by Mr. Vincent Randall and moved to recommend approval of designating the area 
surrounding the wastewater treatment plant as the “Big Spring Natural Area” on the Verde River @ 
Clarkdale; and

WHEREAS, The Clarkdale-Jerome School 6th Grade Class, following their participation in a program
conducted for them at the site via the Verde NRCD Ed Center Program led by Parks and Recreation
Commissioner Lynda Zanolli, suggested the name of  “Trail of Life”; and 

WHEREAS, The Commission also stated the importance of recognizing the class for the name selection
and would like to include recognition on the signage at the site; and

WHEREAS, The Commission felt both names were befitting with the history of the area and
surroundings of the site, the wildlife, the vegetation, the flowing river; the Trail of Life seemed
appropriate as it encompassed it all.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of
Clarkdale designate the following names for the Town of Clarkdale property and trail system northwest 
of the Tuzigoot Bridge:

________________________________ (for the Day Use Area)
________________________________ (for the trail loop)

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of February, 2015 by the Mayor and Common Council of the 
Town of Clarkdale, Arizona.

APPROVED ATTEST

_______________________________ __________________________________
Doug Von Gausig, Mayor Kathy Bainbridge, Town Clerk/Finance Director 






