Staff Report

Agenda Item: PRESENTATION BY THE ARIZONA COMMERCE AUTHORITY
REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - A presentation on the
tools currently available to encourage economic development across the

state.
Staff Contact: Jodie Filardo
Meeting Date: November 1, 2012

Background:

Based on the recent Governor’s Economic Development Conference held in September 2012,
Keith Watkins, Senior Vice President, Economic Development & Rural Development and Ben
Bronson, Manager, Rural Development were invited to make a presentation to Clarkdale’s
Council and Planning Commission on the tools to encourage economic development currently
available across the state. This will be an opportunity for everyone to ask questions of these two
economic development experts as Clarkdale continues to expand its foray into economic
development. This meeting kicks off a two-day introduction to the Verde Valley for this ACA
team by the Verde Valley Regional Economic Organization. All the municipalities are working
together to create this event.

Below please find bios for both Keith and Ben:

Keith Watkins is a third generation Arizona native, bringing 25 years of experience in economic
development and real estate to the Arizona Commerce Authority. In his capacity as Sr. Vice
President, Economic Development he works with communities and companies alike to foster the
economic expansion of the state. Mr. Watkins has played a pivotal role in recruiting and
retaining some of the state's most prominent employers. He has served in similar capacities at
the Greater Phoenix Economic Council, Economic Alliance of Greater Baltimore and the Town
of Buckeye. Keith's real estate background includes land development where he managed the
acquisitions, entitlements, development and sales of large master planned communities. Mr.
Watkins is a graduate of the University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Regional Development.

Ben Bronson is an Edson Entrepreneur Initiative at ASU winner and Army veteran of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, bringing firsthand experience in enterprise and 10 years of leadership and
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dedication to excellence to the Arizona Commerce Authority. As Manager, Rural Development,
he is building relationships in rural communities, economic development, industry, government,
and utilities for greater collaboration in the strategic advancement of Arizona. As an
entrepreneur, he understands how to take the initiative to accomplish lofty goals by pulling up
his bootstraps and putting his nose to the grindstone. As a soldier his service to our nation was
exemplary, being awarded the Army Achievement Medal and the Army Commendation Medal
for his meritorious service and exceptional leadership. Mr. Bronson is an alumnus of Arizona
State University with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication.

Recommendation: No action required.




